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New Brunswick Salmon Council Inc.

Post Office Box 533, Station “A”

Fredericton, N.B.

Canada E3B 5A6

December 12, 2006

Hon. Donald Arseneault





Minister of Natural Resources

Hugh John Flemming Forestry Centre

PO Box 6000

Fredericton, NB

E3B 5H1
Dear Minister:
Reference: New Brunswick Trout Stocking Program

On behalf of the New Brunswick Salmon Council and its affiliates, I extend our congratulations to you on your recent election victory and your appointment as the Minister of Natural Resources.

The NB Salmon Council is supporting the request by the Miramichi Salmon Conservation Centre and the Charlo Salmonid Enhancement Centre to provide brook trout to the Department of Natural Resources for the provincial stocking program.  Both of these facilities have produced brook trout and Atlantic salmon for government stocking programs for well over 100 years and struggle to survive in today’s world of government constraint.  The non-profit sector operates both of these facilities primarily for salmon restoration work, and with salmon numbers in a decline worldwide, we can’t afford to lose either of these facilities.  The opportunity to grow brook trout for DNR is a natural extension of the current operations and the trout will be grown with conservation in mind – not profit!
We would like to thank you for your quick action to release the Request for Proposals for stocking that has been promised for the past two years and the public has waited so long for.  One point that was noticed in the RFP, however, is there is no allowance being made to stock brook trout in rivers and streams in the province, only lakes.  There are only two brood stock strains, from Walton Lake and Moose Lake, to be used in the program and presumably all the offspring will be stocked into lakes.  
Members of the NB Salmon Council represent conservation groups from around the province that have rivers and streams as their main interest, and since salmon anglers are also trout anglers, most are concerned with increasing the number of brook trout in their rivers.  Some of the conservation groups have started trout enhancement projects using river specific strains of brood stock and the Miramichi Salmon Conservation Centre currently has trout stocks for the Miramichi Salmon Association, the Miramichi Headwaters Salmon Federation and the Northumberland Salmon Protection Association on hand.  We are confident that both Charlo and Miramichi can provide this service to all the NB Salmon Council affiliates and we would be interested in providing advice as to where DNR could direct some of the trout stocking fund to assist those affiliates with enhancement programs in provincial rivers.
The NB Salmon Council looks forward to entering into discussion with you and your staff on this important conservation issue.

Yours truly,

New Brunswick Salmon Council Inc.
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Gary Spencer, P. Eng.

President

